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November 14, 2003

GP

TO:

Directors, NASA Centers



Director, Jet Propulsion Laboratory

FROM:
G/General Counsel

SUBJECT:
Invention of the Year Nominations for 2003

This is the annual call for award nominations for the NASA Invention of the Year Award.  NASA has conducted this event, sponsored by my office, for well over 20 years.  We offer two competitions:  (1) the NASA Commercial Invention of the Year; and (2) the NASA Government Invention of the Year. 

I consider the Invention of the Year process to be an important part of the NASA patent program and have enclosed our eligibility requirements.  A panel at Headquarters will select the winners.  It is possible that one nomination could be selected to receive both awards.  However, the typical scenario we envision is that of two separate winners.  Following the selection of the winners, each winner will be recognized at an award ceremony to be held at Headquarters.  The winners will each receive a cash award in addition to any other awards that may have been received or may be received.  The monetary award(s) are provided by the NASA Inventions and Contributions Board, which has been most supportive of our efforts to provide recognition to our inventors.

The eligibility requirements for the NASA Commercial Invention of the Year Award

are tied closely to the National Inventor of the Year event promoted by the Intellectual Property Owners Educational Foundation (IPO Educational Foundation).  Therefore,

NASA's Commercial Invention of the Year will be our Nominee for the National Award.

The National Inventor of the Year is usually announced by the IPO Educational Foundation and recognized at a reception on Capitol Hill sometime in the spring.  We are honored that our nominee for last year, the VISAR device used for photographic enhancement and submitted by Marshall Space Flight Center, was one of the five (5) finalists for the IPO award.  Please note that under IPO Educational Foundation guidelines, we will only consider inventions that were commercialized during the last five years (since 1999).

You are invited to submit up to two nominations.  There is no need to indicate the particular

category for which the nomination is being submitted.  All nominations will be considered for

each award.  We prefer that each nomination be submitted electronically by the local patent counsel to your Center's Space Act Awards Liaison Officer, using the NASA Form 1329 in rich text format that may be downloaded from the following website:

 http://icb.nasa.gov/1329NEW.rtf
Your nomination must be electronically forwarded to Alan J. Kennedy, NASA

Headquarters, Office of the Associate General Counsel (Intellectual Property), Code GP, alan.j.kennedy@nasa.gov and to Dr. Paul A. Curto, Senior Technologist, Inventions and Contributions Board, Code RI, paul.a.curto@nasa.gov, by close of business January 15, 2004.  The hard copy of Section II of the NASA Form 1329 and the formal signature page containing the Privacy Act data, should be faxed to Dr. Curto at (202) 358-3197.

Paul G. Pastorek  

Enclosure

Directors, NASA Field Installations:

ARC/Mr. Hubbard

DFRC/Mr. Petersen

GRC/Dr. Earls

GSFC/Mr. Diaz

JSC/Gen. Howell

KSC/Mr. Kennedy

LaRC/Gen. Bridges

MSFC/Mr. King

SSC/Adm. Donaldson

Director, Jet Propulsion Laboratory:

Dr. Elachi

cc:

AE/Mr. Bradley

GP/Mr. Kennedy

RI/Dr. Curto

RI/Mr. Hussey
ARC/DK:202A-4/Mr. Padilla

DFRC/D-2005/Mr. Samuels

GRC/500-118/Mr. Stone

GSFC/503/Ms. Cox

JSC/HA/Mr. Fein

KSC/CC-A/ Mr. Heald

LaRC/212/ Ms. Blackburn

MSFC/LS01/Mr. McGroary

NMO-JPL/180-801/Mr. Kusmiss

Stennis/CA00/Ms. Slade

